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Improving Our Detroit Metropolitain Community Through Hands-On Volunteering

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday

Come celebrate your love of reading at VI's 7th annual Dr. Seuss’
Birthday Party during the National Education Association’s
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Read Across America Days - March 1-3

Volunteer Impact invites you to join our 7th annual Dr. Seuss Birthday Party
March 1, 2 and 3, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. This literacy project is designed to bring
the excitement of reading to pre-school children at Head Start programs through-
out the Tri-County area. Volunteers are asked to bring a new book to
read one-on-one to a child, and present the book to the child to
take home.
This is an annual signature event for Volunteer Impact, and
one of the year’s most anticipated by past volunteers.
Plan to attend with your school groups, work associates,
friends, and club members at Volunteer
Impact’s annual Dr. Suess’ Birthday lit-
eracy parties given in conjunction with
the National Education Association and
READ ACROSSAMERICADAY!
“The research is clear: children who
are read to, and who read for pleasure, are
significantly more successful in school than
children who do not.” from the NEA website:
www.nea.org/readacross
Activities include reading to children, do-
ing a craft project, providing a snack and juice,
and giving each child a book to keep. Book
donations (new, children’s books) can be
dropped off at the V1 office or can be picked
up depending on your location.
Volunteer: We invite corporate teams,
youth groups, school groups, individu-

als, and even good-hearted grinches to partake. Most events are on Friday, March 3. Please consult our online
calendar for a list of sites. Individuals may sign up online. Groups should contact our office.

Book Drop-Off Sites for

Collect Books: VI is collecting pre-school books
to give to Head Start Children throughout the Metro-
politan Detroit Area. This is a great project for office
groups, school clubs, and church groups.

Be a Project Coordinator: We still need project
coordinators for three of the locations. We’re getting
PCs in place right now so volunteers can contact the
PC directly to sign up, and PC packets are ready to go
out. Please call or e-mail Karen Hanson if you are in-
terested in being a project coordinator for a site. We
will provide you with all the materials you will need.

See Page 3 for details.

Dr. Seuss’

Kanter Associates:

100 Galleria Office Centre,
Suite 401, Southfield —
Twelve Mile and Telegraph

V1 Office:

6960 Orchard Lake Road,
Ste. 204-207, West
Bloomfield — Just North of
Jack Cauley Chevrolet —
Phone: (248) 932-2580

Birthday:

We’ll Pick ‘Em Up:

If your place of business or
school would like to
collect pre-school books
to donate to Head Start
students, please let us
know when to pick up
your collections. Call
Karen Hanson at (313)
724-0555



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Nancy Welber Barr, President
Dolores Oakley, Past President
Marcy Heller Fisher, Secretary
Michael F. Daniels, Treasurer
Jerome Kanter, Member at Large
Jolynn Benson
Seth M. Fisher
Terry Grieve
Karen Hanson
Kimberly Haranczak
Katie Hartman-Sheridan
Mary Frances Kilcoyne
Sheldon Reid

FOUNDER
Elizabeth Kanter Groskind

GENERAL COUNSEL
David Kotzian

CONNECTIONS EDITOR
Seth M. Fisher

ADVISORY BOARD
Mitch Albom
Dennis Bernard
Paul Bridgewater
Ed Deeb
R. Sue Dodea
Jacalyn S. Goforth
Todd Harrison
David C. Hellman
Kara Hocking
Walter Kraft
Dave Lockhart
Rick Loewenstein
David Page
Tova Perlmutter
Lisa Pernick
Justin Ravitz
Cliff Russell
Sarah Saltzman
Reginald Turner, Jr.
Steven Weinstock

VOLUNTEER IMPACT, INC.
ANON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

OUR NEW HOME:
6960 Orchard Lake Rd.
West Bloomfield, Ml 48322
Suite 207 (Mail 204)
(248) 932-2580 Phone
www.volunteerimpact.org

From the President:

Opportunity Knocks

Nancy Welber Barr

You’ve just taken a buyout from one of the auto companies. You
are spending a lot of time looking for your next job or thinking about
your next step in life. Take a break and volunteer.

Volunteering has many benefits for you. First, if you’ve been
spending a lot of time at home, it will get you out of the house.
That’s important for all of us during this season of cabin fever. 1t will
also make you realize how fortunate you really are when you are at
the Genesis Il shelter or building a home with Habitat for Humanity.

Second, you meet lots of interesting people when you volunteer.
Volunteer Impact volunteers come from all walks of life and from all
over Metro Detroit. 1t’s almost impossible to come to a VI event
without meeting someone new.

Networking is what it’s all about when you’re looking for a new job or starting a new
business. You can even meet your spouse at a VI project (ask one of our former presidents

— he did).

Finally, you can also pick up new skills, discover new interests that can help you find a
job or lead you in a new direction. You can rediscover skills and interests that you left
behind when you started working so hard at your old job.

Come, volunteer with us. Not only will you help others, but you may just help yourself.

Summer Camp
Counselors
Needed

The Muscular Dystrophy Association
(MDA) is recruiting volunteer counselors for
it’s annual summer camp being held at the
YWCA Camp Cavell in Lexington, Mich, from
June 18-23 or June 24-30.

We service children ages six to 21 with
neuromuscular diseases from all over metro-
detroit. It is a free week-long camping pro-
gram designed to give these special children
an amazing and unforgettable experience. It
is also a life-changing experience for the
volunteers.

Please contact me at: Julie Campbell
Health Care Service Coordinator Muscular
Dystrophy Association 5860 N Canton Cen-
ter Rd. #362 Canton, M1 48187 Phone: (734)
416-7076 Fax: (734) 416-8089
jcampbell@mdausa.org.

Volunteer Assistant

Needed for Pontiac
Students

Request for school volunteer
for semester or school year

Madison Middle School in Pontiac is look-
ing for a volunteer 18 years or older for 1 1/2
hours per school day to help special educa-
tions students. Responsibilities would en-
tail assisting students in the lunchroom with
their trays and opening of containers, as well
as helping out in the classroom while the
teacher and student teacher change a few of
the students. At this time, the volunteer
could read a story to the children or some
other activity to engage the students. No
physical work or lifting is necessary. Back-
ground check is required. For more informa-
tion, please contact, Susan Lathers, Special
Education Department Head, 248-451-8010



Tax Volunteers

Help low-income people get the tax refunds and tax
credits they deserve

Want to broaden your experience, contribute to community and boost the bottom
line of low-income families, seniors and others in need? Become a tax volunteer for
Accounting Aid Society.

\olunteers are needed February through mid-April 2007 to prepare personal income
tax returns and tax credits for low-income neighbors in southeast Michigan. Tax refunds
and credits can help people on the edge of poverty meet their immediate household
needs such as food, utilities and rent, and in many cases, build assets such as saving
for school or homeownership.

Accounting Aid Society will provide tax-training workshops in January. Volunteers
can register online for their choice of workshops, and can then volunteer at their choice
of 30 tax locations operated by Accountlng Aid in Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and

ACCOU NTINCI AID SOCIETY

Livingston counties. Weekday,
weeknight and weekend volun-
teers are needed.

You don’t need an account-

ing background to become a tax volunteer. All you need is a willingness to complete
Accounting Aid’s tax training, have basic computer skills and a desire to make a real
difference in the lives of low-income neighbors. Volunteers range from college students
to retirees. Work colleagues or groups of friends and associates can also volunteer
together as a team and “adopt” a tax site.

To volunteer with Accounting Aid Society, celebrating its 35th year of service in

2007, go to http://www.accountingaidsociety.org or call (313) 647-9620.

Cranbrook Maple
Syrup Festival

March 3-4: This is an outdoor/indoor edu-
cational event for families. Volunteers are
needed to help with all aspects of the pro-
gram including: trail guides, children’s games
and activities, giving directions, collecting
sap, stocking shelves and helping with the
pancake breakfast. Volunteers must be at
least 14 years old. The event is both Satur-
day, March 3 and Sunday, March 4. Volun-
teers can sign up for either day. Two shifts
are available, 8am-noon and noon-4:30pm.
No special skills are required. Some of the
assignments are outdoors.

Beyond Special
Volunteers for Odyssey
Hospice

Odyssey Hospice, the second largest
hospice in the U.S., offers training to be-
come a “beyond special” volunteer. You
may visit hospice patients and their fami-
lies to offer support or perform special
projects such as baking, knitting, music
therapy and office help. We provide com-
plete training.

Odyssey serves all southeast Michi-
gan and will always work around your
schedule. Please call Julie Cody, Volun-
teer Coordinator at 248-356-5070 or 800-
428-3441. We look forward to hearing
from you!

Get Up, Motown

ARISE Detroit! Helps Make Long-
Term Volunteer Matches. If you are look-
ing for some longer-term involvement
volunteering, Arise Detroit can help
match you and your skills to specific
agency requests.

Call Genevieve Clark at ARISE Detroit!
at 313-921-1955 or 313-515-1003 for more
info or to volunteer.

Dr. Seuss’
Birthday
Schedule

There are four venues over
three days you can choose to fit
your schedule. Don’t forget to
Bring Books!

All projects are expected to run from 9:00 to
11:30 a.m. We would like to have enough
volunteers at each site for at least a one-to-
five or better ratio of volunteers to kids.

Thursday, March 1: Hazel Park HeadStart —
Three classes of 17 kids each (also have
two afternoon classes if we collect enough
books and supplies to donate and leave for
their afternoon kids)

Friday, March 2: Peggy’s Place in Detroit
(West Side) — 20 children

Friday, March 2: Starfish Family Servicesin
Inkster — Four classes of 17 kids each.
Project Coordinator: Karen Hanson
(karenerik96@yahoo.com or 313-724-0555)

Saturday, March 3:
Booth Salvation
Army, with Mitch
Albom - 30 kids
age 3-5 (full, but
coordinator
needed)

For more
information
contact Karen

Hanson at:
(313) 724-
0555



Volunteer Opportunities for February 2007

ONGOING EVENTS

Artsand Scraps

Recycling for learning and fun. Located at 16135 Harper in De-
troit, volunteers are needed on an ongoing basis.

Warehouse volunteers usually come in groups and perform duties
such as sorting materials and putting together project kits. When
we go to events, projects are preassembled and volunteers can help
assist there too...groups and individuals welcome! Requirements
for volunteers...enjoy working with children and availability to vol-
unteer a 3 or 4 hour shift. We welcome mature young people and/or
those accompanied by an adult. We also like to engage seniors,
retirees. Volunteers can visit our website...www.artsandscraps.org
to learn more and view events where volunteers are requested. Con-
tact Suzan at (313) 640-4411, ext. 5, or artsandscraps@hotmail.com.

New Hope Food Pantry, Melvindale

Need 10 volunteers to pack food boxes for distribution the last two
Thursdays of the month, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., and the Saturdays which
precede the last two Thursday of the month 9 a.m. — 12 p.m. Noon
Call Nancy at (313) 383-6577

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Party
Bring a pre-school book to donate, and plan to attend with your
school groups, work associates, friends, and club members at Vol-
unteer Impact’s annual Dr. Suess’ Birthday literacy parties given in
conjunction with the National Education Association and READ
ACROSSAMERICADAY!

Deeper Life Outreach Tutoring
After-school homework help Contact Dr. Donald M. Lutas at (313) 896-
1843.

Samaritan Care Hospice

Samaritan Care Hospice is in need of Hospice Volunteers through-
out metro Detroit. Volunteers can expect to see their assigned pa-
tient once a week while the patient is on our services. They would
receive the appropriate training prior to their first assignment (our
training consists of 10 hours of hospice specific information - usu-
ally consecutive Saturdays from 9-2 in our Southfield office). Volun-

teers are then free to choose the area in which to see their patients,
throughout the metro Detroit area. If interested, please contact Chris
Kokenos, Volunteer Coordinator at Samaritan Care Hospice:
chriskok@aol.com 1-800-397-9360

Hadassah Doll-Making Project

Hadassah and community volunteers of all ages are creating very
cuddly rag dolls used in “medical play” for sick and/or injured chil-
dren needing either in-patient or out-patient care. Volunteers trace,
cut, pin, sew, stuff, dress and distribute dolls for the children to
decorate and keep. Most project tasks do not require specialized
sewing skills or training and are held at Hadassah House every
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - noon. Contact Greater Detroit Hadassah Office
(248) 683-5030 or Eleanor Smith at (248) 626-0762 or
elephil@comcast.net

The Children’s Center, 79 W. Alexandrine, Detroit

Tutoring clients in a variety of subjects. Training and screening.
Also need a tutor-liaison for M, T, W, TH, 4-6p.m. Contact: Amy
Devone 313 262-1220 if interested. People needed: 3 or more per day.
Ages: 18-50+

Greening of Detroit Projects

The Fall Planting Schedule is subject to change for all Greening of
Detroit projects listed below . It is imperative that Greening has your
current information on file when you sign up for a planting. To sign
up for a planting, get more info, get map/directions to sites call
Monique Torbert at (313) 237-8733 or email
volunteer@greeningofdetroit.com. Updated information can be
found at www.greeningofdetroit.com.

Volunteer Impact Office Assistance, 6960 Orchard Lake Road, Suite
240, West Bloomfield

\olunteers are needed any M,T,W, Th or F to help staff the Volunteer
Impact Office to answer phone, monitor VI calendar, help register
volunteers and activities and general office assistance. \Volunteer
an hour or few days...whatever you can do to help would be great!
Contact VI at volunteer_impact@yahoo.com or (248) 932-2580.

Feb1-Thu

9:00a -11:00a Hadassah Doll-Making Project
11:00a -6:00p Arts and Scraps

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center.

Feb 3-Sat
9:00a -12:00p New Hope Food Pantry needed.
11:00a -4:00p Arts and Scraps

Feb5-Mon
Feb4—-Sun
4:30p -7:30p Ronald McDonald House, ANN
ARBOR Feb 6 —Tue

11:00a -6:00p Arts and Scraps
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Bring a dish to serve at a Sunday potluck
for families residing in the house while
their child is in the hospital. 1600 Wash-
ington Heights. Ann Arbor, MI. 48104. Call
\Volunteer Impact (248)559-4950, leave
message for Dolores Oakley. 8 volunteers

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb7-Wed-1

10:00a -12:00p Lighthouse of Oakland
County-Packaging fruits and vegetables
Volunteers needed to package fruits &
Veggies when they are delivered to Light-
house on the first Wednesday of each
month. We could use 3 - 4 people between
the hours of 10:00 and 12:00. The job in-
volves light lifting but does require some
bending at the waist as we currently are pack-
aging the bags on the floor.

contact: Ken Fuerst 248-683-9788 - Leave
message if you like, or kennlst@comcast.net
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center



Volunteer Opportunities for February 2007

Feb8-Thu

9:00a -11:00a Hadassah Doll-Making Project
11:00a-6:00p Arts and Scraps

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center.

Feb 10— Sat
9:00a -12:00p New Hope Food Pantry
11:00a-4:00p Arts and Scraps

Feb 12—-Mon
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 13 -Tue
11:00a-6:00p Arts and Scraps
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 14-Wed
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 15-Thu

9:00a -11:00a Hadassah Doll-Making Project
10:00a -2:00p New Hope Food Pantry,
Melvindale

11:00a-6:00p Arts and Scraps

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center.

Feb 17 — Sat

10:00a Taylor Get Ready Fair with Arts and
Scraps — Please contact Suzan at 313-640-
4411 x 5 or artsandscraps@hotmail.com to
sign up and for further details.
11:00a-4:00p Arts and Scraps

Feb 18 - Sun

1:30p -3:00p Arden Courts, Bingham Farms,
Crafts with Alzheimer’s Patients — Assist
Alzheimer’s patients with simple crafts. Per-
sons needed: 5-8 Contact: Janet Evans (248)
644-8100

Feb 19—-Mon
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 20 -Tue
11:00a-6:00p Arts and Scraps
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb21-Wed
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb22-Thu

9:00a -11:00a Hadassah Doll-Making
Project

10:00a -2:00p New Hope Food Pantry,
Melvindale Location: Melvindale
11:00a -6:00p Arts and Scraps

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 24 — Sat
11:00a -4:00p Arts and Scraps

Feb 26 —Mon
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 27 - Tue
11:00a -6:00p Arts and Scraps
4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Feb 28 —-Wed

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center, De-
troit— Tutoring clients in a variety of sub-
jects. Training and screening. Also need
9:00a -11:00a Hadassah Doll-Making
Project

11:00a -6:00p Arts and Scraps

4:00p -6:00p The Children’s Center

Mar 1-Thurs

9:00a-11:30a Hazel Park HeadStart— Three
classes of 17 kids each (also have two
afternoon classes if we collect enough
books and supplies to donate and leave
for their afternoon kids)

Mar 2 — Fri

9:00a-11:30a Dr. Seuss’ Birthday, Peggy’s
Place in Detroit (West Side) — 20 children
9:00a-11:30a Dr. Seuss’ Birthday, Starfish
Family Services in Inkster — Four classes
of 17 kids each. Project Coordinator: Karen
Hanson (karenerik96@yahoo.com or 313-
724-0555)

Mar 3 - Sat

8:00a -4:00p Cranbrook Maple Syrup Fes-
tival Needs Volunteers

This is an outdoor/indoor educational
event for families. Volunteers are needed
to help with all aspects of the program
including: trail guides, children’s games
and activities, giving directions, collect-
ing sap, stocking shelves and helping
with the pancake breakfast. Volunteers

must be at least 14 years old. The event is
both Saturday, March 3 and Sunday, March
4. Volunteers can sign up for either day. Two
shifts are available, 8am-noon and noon-
4:30pm. No special skills are required. Some
of the assignments are outdoors.

9:00a-11:30a Dr. Seuss’ Birthday, Booth Sal-
vation Army, with Mitch Albom — 30 kids
age 3-5

11:00a -4:00p Arts and Scraps

e
d
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You Made the Holidays Happy

5

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to all those "1 ;.

who helped make this year’s Adopt a Shelter one of our best yet! SAGES Z
From COTS, to Doorstep West, to Genesis I, 11 and 111, Peggy’s Place,
the Booth Evangeline Center, the Amelia Agnes Transitonal, the First
Step Domestic Violence Shelter and the Wayne County Family Center,
this December we had dozens of volunteers join us to create a
wonderful day for hundreds of homeless children and their parents.

Between V1’s Adopt-a-Shelter parties and Mitch Albom’s Time to
Help held a week later, our volunteers brought pizza, pita, orange juice
bagels, donuts, cake, crafts dancing, manicures, music, comraderie
and fun to so many who almost never experience such wonders.

In addition to all the wonderful volunteers, room captains and site
captains, VI would like to extend a special thank you to those who
B_ag_el Factory donated that wonderful food!

Birmingham and Streetside Seafood
Troy locations Birmingham

Einstein Bagels
Birmingham and
Southfield locations

Shield’s Pizzeria
Southfield

Have we gOt Ten Suggestions to Help VI Make an IMPACT:
th e Vo I u ntee I'S Be a title sponsor for one month of Connections, our newsletter $2,000.00

Sponsor one month media buy $1,000.00
fO I yOU | Provide breakfast for Hands on Detroit Day $500.00
Provide activities and crafts for VI Events $250.00
If you know of a non-profit organi-  SUPPly @ pizza lunch for homeless children at a VI event $100.00
zation that is in need of help, tell Provide winter wear for a shelter $75.00
them about VI. We are here to serve Sponsor a project for one Dr. Seuss’ Birthday party $50.00
the community’s needs. Volunteer Pay for one month of DSL Internet Access $36.00
Impact will post volunteer needs for  Provide consumable office supplies $25.00
any non-profit as long as the ac-  gend a \olunteer Impact Honorary or Memorial Tribute ($10 min) $10.00
tivity is not long-term or a fund- Corporate donors who wish to give a donation in lieu of buying gifts, please contact VI.
raiser. For individual tributes, please attach a list with names and addresses

YeS ! | want to support Volunteer Impact.

I'm sending a gift of: $ E-mail address
Required for confirmation of donation. If you wish to receive e-mail from us, register online

Name Company/Group Phone

Address City State Zip

Please make checks payable to Volunteer Impact or charge my tax deductible donation of $

To my: VISA MASTERCARD Card No. Security Code

Authorized Signature Expiration Date

Volunteer Impact, 6960 Orchard Lake Rd., Suite 204, West Bloomfield, Ml 48322, online giving at http://volunteerimpact.org



